Thinking of “Makwerekwere”: Racism in South Africa
Abebe Zegeye

Each time the subject of racism is mentioned in South Africa, it is discussed in relation to black

citizens of South Africa. This makes sense because the ordinary people of South Africa directly bore

the brunt of racism from the policies of separate development that apartheid espoused. However, in
the studies of racism in South Africa what is often given lip service and sometimes completely left

out is the racism that the black foreigners from African countries who migrated and continue to

move into South Africa experienced and continue to experience. The aim of this paper is to explore

the nature of racial discrimination that blacks from outside South Africa experienced, especially

when they came to work in the South African mines. Most of the black foreigners, pejoratively
described as “Makwerekwere” have made South Afri
experience racism. This racism is articulated in very complex ways. For example, Foreigners are paid

less in the farmers were they work. The most visible expression of racism that manifested itself as
xenophobia happened in 2008 between April, and May. It is estimated that some 65 black foreigners
lost their lives. This form of racism done on blacks by black South Africans can be explained
materially i n t er tiosforbsthdttheScuth Afticansapitdlist ecanonmp e t i
encourages. Further, the racism that manifested itself in the form of xenophobia also affected some
South African blacks. More significantly this paper argues that xenophobia as an expression of
embedded South African racism in the past and the present does not affect white people and it is

this aspect which makes the need to archive xenophobia as racism very pertinent.



