University of the Witwatersrand (ot W,

Johannesburg %

NarrativeddostalgidNationhoodSHETHIRDAPARTHEIBRCHIVE
CONFERENCE

25-29 July 2.1

CONFERENCE REPORT
]

Apartheid

ARCH

Narratives, Nostalgia, Nationhood€onference Report

=



Narrativewostalgia APARTHEIDRRCHIVEEONFERENCE
Nationhoods 25-29July 2a.1

CONFERENCE REPORT

AIMSOF THECONFERENG®D THIBROADERPROJECT IN WHICH IRSWL.OCATED

While South Africaontinuesto be mesmerised by a desire to look forward rather tlagoto the past, thepernicious effectof the

old apartheid orderon our innerworlds; on memory, identity and subjectivity continue to constrain the promises of a truly post

apartheid South AfricalheApartheid Archive Projeutas largely initiated as i@esponse to this paradox. Furthermore, the project was
AYAGALFGSR 6AGK GKS FAY 2F SEIFIYAYAYy3 GKS ylI (dz2NB 27F {etragitkg ! FNRA Ol yaQ
their continuing effects on individual and group functioning in contemporary South Africa.

Titled Narratives, Nostalgia, Nationhoodse 3% Apartheid Archive Conference (which followed on tieAbartheid Archive Project
Conference themeéfacing the Archivim 2009and the2" Apartheid Archive Project Conference them@tbrking with the Archiveeld

last year)aimed to explore various deployments of nostalgia in personal narratives of the past, emphasising both its limiting &s well a
critical and creative possibilities in contemporary sociéfjpe Conference took place froime 27" to the 29" of July and wagreceded

by a Preconference Institute which took place ¢me 25" and 26" of July.

STRUCTURE OF TBBENFERENCE

As reflected in thattachedConference programme (see Append)xthestructure of theConference broadly was as follows:

1 2526 July 2011PreConference workshop, consistingtefo panel discussiornand an interactive bus tour

1 26 Jly 2011: The launch of three photographic exhibitions

1 27 July 2011A series of keynote addresseseveral podium paper presentatioasd a panel discussion &tewind Cantata

1 28 July 2011: Aeries of keynote addresseseveral podium paper presentationthe screening of two films and a panel discussion
titted Memory and Creativity

29 July 2011: &eries ofpodium paper presentationand a theatre productiont( A S i S NJ AdapNdr Dy & a Q a
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PREGONFERENGESTITUTE

The Conference proper was preceded by a-thy Institute (28 to 26" of July 2011) focusing on an examinationnaéthods of
working with archival material anda critical appraisal of the notion ofostalgia While the Institute was aimed at pegtaduate
studentsit was also attended by several established researchers.

PRESENTATIONS

Keynote addresses

The Conference featured keynote addresseselght leading contemporary scholars in the fields of memory, racism, history and
narratives, namelyGabeba Baderoon, Jacob Dlamini, Mark Gevigdamla Goboddadikizela,Brandon HamberDilip Menon,Zcé
Wicomb and Daniel Yon

The abovanentionedkeynote speakers presentédputsthat were of exceptional qualitand commented on quite extensively by the
media(see Appendix D)

Other presentations

In total, 36 papers were presented (in addition to the 8 keynote addresses) lavesessions spreadver the three days of the
Conference properThese included papegzoviding a critical engagement withe notion ofnostalgia(by Leswin LaubscheShireen
Ally, Maria Brock and Ross Truscott, amongst o)hdige gendered nature of apartheid experiescand the consequences for
contemporary South African societpy( Tamara Shefer)nostalgia and creativity (by Etienne Viviers, Willemien Froneman and
Thokozani Mhlambi, amongst othersipstalgia and youth politicy Molemo Moilog, nostalgia and thenedia (by Brett Bowman
Derek Hook and Nicholas Maitlindlentity politicsand the Diaspordby Christopher Sonngnd the impact of apartheid racism on
intra-family dynamics (byarrynFrankishKharnita Mohamed and Kopano Ralele

Additionally, a grop of eight Wits Honours students presented the research which they are currently conducting within the framework
of the Apartheid Archivé’roject Together withthose ofa host of other Masters students, Doctoral candidates, and-gostoral
fellows, theg student€presentations wereagenerallyvery well-received particularlyby external participants in the Conferentee
Appendix A

PANELDISCUSSIONS

The Conference programme included the following two panel discussions:

1 Rewind CantataOrganised byseorges Pfruendaand sponsored b¥stratg this panel discussion was led jpsychologistPumla
GobodceMadikizela in conversation with Nomonde Calata (widow ainshnti-apartheid activist, Fort Calatand one of the
subjects ofRewind Cantatg Sibonde Khumalo(mezzo soprang)Philip Miller(composer) and Gerhard Marx(co-creator and
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Director ofRewind Cantata)The aim of the panel discussion was to explore questions regarding the possibilities and limits of a
work of art in engaging with complex ments of history and individual testimony, as reflectedRiewind CantataThe discussion

was preceded by the screening of excerpts fi@ewind CantataRewind Cantaté a multimedia production that concerns itself

with the representation of testimonies delivered to ts®uth AfricarTruth and Reconciliation Commission.

1 Memory and CreativityOrganised byark Gevisselthis panel discussion involved figuth Afrian creative luminaries, namely
Nobel laureate, Nadine Gordimer, Chris van Wyk, Zoé& Wicomb, Hugh Masikela, and William Keifitnglgem of this panel
discussion wa$o engage these artists and writers on the ways in which they consmenory ¢ or nostagiia ¢ to shapetheir
creative processs(see Appendix B

PHOTOGRAPHIEXHIBITIONS

Theconference hosted the following threewlli § SY RS R LIK2 (23N LIKAO SEKAOAGAZ2Y A RSIEAYy3a gAGK
1 Bosby Christo Doherty

9 CuitoCuaravaleby Cedric Nunn

1 As Terro do Fim do Mundy Jo Ractliffe

While the first two of these exhibitions formed part of existing broader oeuvres, the third exhibition was developed alhetfiche

Third Apartheid Archive Conference. Paid for from tR&ABC grant allocated to the conference organisers, the exhibition became the
property of the University at the conclusion of the exhibition and bélhousedin the Cullen Libragy ' a LI NI 2F (GKS f A
Archive Project collectiorAs an extemion of the exhibitions and an opportunity for further reflection, two of the artists, namely
Doherty and Ractliffe, also presented papers during the last day of the Conference on issues related to their works.

NJ NE

HLM SCREENINGS
The Conference hosted the following two film screenings, both followedidmpssions facilitated by the film makers:
1 BhekizizwePetersg/ (Zalu Love Letter
1 Daniel, 2 YSathim&&indsong
(Also see Appendi)

INTERACTIVEDUR

Serving as one of theurtain-raiser events of the Conference theur, A QueeistoryTour of Johannesburg and Soweto: Nostalgia,
Sexuality and the Cityasfacilitated byResident Carnegie Equity Scholar, Madvisseland NomaPakadeand Gabriel Khaof Gay
and Lesbian Mewry in Action The tourended withaninformal discussion at one of two gay taverns in Soweto.
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DRAMATICPERFORMANCE
The Conference ended withperformanceof the apartheidera satirical pieceAdapt or Dyeby the everpopularPieter DirkUsat the
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PARTICIPATION
Approxmately 180 participants were registered for th€onference, includingome 24researchers attached to the Apartheid Archive
Project. These researchers are basedhs Universities of Cape Town, South Africa, Witwatersrand, Pretoria, Free Btater,
Edinburg NapierDuquesneBirkbeck and Sydney, as well as Victoria Universityhile 180 participants registered for the conference,
attendance at the various conference events ranged between(i8the academic presentatiorend Rewind Cantatpand1000 (for
the Memory and Creativitpanel discussion).

INTERSCHOOL ANINTERINSTITUTIONATOLLABORATION

The Conference was preceded by and engendereaditful inter-school collaboration Specificallythe Schools of Human and
Community Development, the School biterature and Language Studiesnd the Wits School of Arts atollaborated in this
conference This collaborationit is hoped has laid the basis for future initiativesf similar scope. Th&arratives, Nostalgia,
Nationhood Conferencis considered as a first fruitful manifestation of intechool collaboration which should steer all partners
towards future crosglisciplinary joint research projects. Of course, the topic of the Conferenadeddly suited for the further
development of academic and artistic initiatives

MARKETING ANBONFERENABGISTICS

PEf YIENJSGAY3T F2N GKS /2y FSNBYOS yR (GKS ONRBIRSNJ. HNM@RtBeSOUl 4
exceptional contrilotions of particularlyWivienne Rowlandn setting up numerous radio, television and other media interviews, as

well as Ferna Clarksand VivienneRowlandin preparing both electronic and hardcopy advertising for the conference should be
noted. AdrianoGiulio GiovanelliBonganiKhozaand Shogan Pillay of the Wits School of Arts also provided vital assistance with the
design of advertisements and Joarisporosprovided invaluable assistance with the preparation of the conference booklets

Qx
<

Most of the logistical preparations for the Conference were managedviishelle Gallant ofi KS | yAGSNEAG& Qa Cdzy O
Department as well as Mmes Nomde Gogq Lerato Moroeng and Nthabiseng Modikoamiethe School of Human and Community
Development Antoinete Gouws of the School otiterature and Language Studisd Saintha Mastry of the Wits School of Artddugo

Canham of the Transformation Offipdanned thethree photographic exhibitions; and Warrétebe and Lonwabo Mavuso secured

and arranged for thetaging ofAdapt or DyeJackie Downgogether with Adriano Giulio Giovanelli, Liza Poultney and Sarah Roberts

A2ya
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(of the Wits School of Arjsand Wesley Frangerovided invaluable assistance with tleballengingplanningand productionof the
Memory andCreativitypanel discussiortaged in the Great Hall

All the abovementioned colleaguesvorked unselfishly and for very long hours to ensure tka could deliver a successful
Conference.

FUNDING

The Conference would not have been possible without éhgenerous donations of th®ean of Humanities (Wits)the Wits
TransformationOffice, Xstrata, the Carnegie Fund, Mellon Fund, SPARC Fund, the Wits School of Arts, the Wits School Human and
Community Development and the Wits School of Literature and Language Studies. A full expenditure and income statemedt prepare
by the SHCD Finee Officer, Ms Lerato Moroeng, is provided in a separate report.

IMPRESSIONS
Feedback received about the Conference had been overwhelmingly po&ti@y is a selection of comments bgrious conference
participants, provided by way dfustration.
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oCongratulations on your conference. | think it was a triumph in so many ways and the exciting resonances that occurrentedérdhis .g
{OK22t |yR G2 (GKS CI OdzZ Gé¢ o 2AaAdGa FOFRSYAOU® IT
0
(@)
X | GNHz2S AydSttSOGdzt FSradé o!/¢ I OFLRSYAOUL® <
(%]
()

Gatyed GKbyla F2NJAYOGAGAY3I YS G2 GKS O2yFTSNBYyOS: 6KAOKY@SREl BSNBSGK2 A
(academic fronCanada %
z

(o))



GElIy1a FT2NJ GKS Y24l 62yRSNFdzZ e NAOKI RAGSNESS AydSt tu@@idz ¢ @& GAY
aL tST KS O2yFSNByOS Gz2dltfe AyaLANBR I)/IéthlS@hﬁZN]Eﬂedea?dhmomctLandzla Bt
ﬂZYRSNJ’Fdzf O2ff S3AALfAGR yﬁe LINE RdzOG A @Sy Saa Al KI ONRdzAKGE 6! 2/ | OF
GX FYy20KSNJ 62y RSNFdz f & AyaLA NA y 3 I GKSNAY 3 27F YbaseRcéonversatonski®ut NI a © L
ourworl 2y GKA& AYLERNIFYyG LINR2SOGE¢ o'/ ¢ I OFRSYAOD

(Also see Appendix C)

OUTCOMES

The substantial publicity afforded to the Apartheid Archive Project over the last two months, approximately, can be coresidare

of the most significant outcomes of the Conferentle Conference hadn factreceived extensive and very positive med@verage
over the lastfour-to-sixweeks including orb and 6July 2@1, a fullweekafter the Conference was he(@xamples of the reports on
the Conference and thbroader Project are containeth AppendixC).There is also a promise of additional reports in @igy Press
sometime over thenext week.To our mind, the extensive coverage given to the Conference and the Project in whildcéttésican

be seen not only as indicative of a welanaged Conferencand the scholarly value of research linked to the broader Project, but also
of the fundamental social value of the Conference and Project.

Thevery wellreceived photographic exhibition by Cedric Nuera second important outcome of the Conference and toader
Project.

A third important outcome of the Conference and broader Project is tletagned collaboratiorbetween universities in South Africa
and abroadlas well as between Schools at the University of the Witwatersrand that it had facilitated.

The Apartheid Archive Project hasen offereda special issuef the Journal of Peace Psycholdgywhich to publisha selection of
papers presented at the conferencadditionally, the Projeawill also publish two scholarly volumes based on phesentations at the
conference over the next year

Given the abovgherefore,the conference had been signally succesafd we thank the Faculty of Humanities and the University for
havingafforded us the spee and resources to organise and host it

Report prepared by:
N. Duncan
G. Stevens
06 August2011
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Conference Programm

<Insert Conference Programme here>
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Abstracts

<Insert Abstracts here>
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3rd Aparttfeid Archive Conference

Designed by: Adano Glovanell and Gecrges Puender

UNIVERSITY OF THE WITWATERSRAND, JOHANNESBURG
27 - 29 JULY 20M1

Keynote speakers include:
Pumla Gobodo-Madikizela/ Brandon Hamber/ Daniel Yon/ Gabeba Baderoon

Jacob Dlamini/ Dilip Menon/ Zoé& Wicomb/ Mark Gevisser

Panellists include:
Nadine Gordimer/ William Kentridge/ Sibongile Khumalo/ Hugh Masekela
Chris van Wyk/ Zoé Wicomb

Film screenings / Photographic exhibitions / Performances by, amongst others:
Christo Doherty/ Cedric Nunn/ Jo Ractliffe/ Daniel Yon/ Gerhard Marx/
Philip Miller/ Pieter Dirk-Uys/ Bhekizizwe Peterson/ Daniel Yon

Enquiries: Nomonde Gogo at 011-7174524 / nomonde.gogo@wits.ac.za

Register online at: www.apartheidarchive.org
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Co-sponsors: University of the Witwatersrand Transformation Office, Apartheld Archive Project, Wits School of
Community and Human Development, Wits School of Literature and Language Studies and Wits School of the Arts
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ON MEMORY

and
CREATIVITY: i
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NADINE GORDIMER
WILLIAM KENTRIDGE

HUGH MASEKELA = - -

CHRIS VAN WYK
ZOE WICOMB
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in: conver.satlon with *
MARK GEVISSER =~

For enquiries and reservations contact Nomonde Gogo at 011-7174524
For more information about the conference: www.apartheidarchive.org
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