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Narratives, Nostalgia, 
Nationhoods 

APARTHEID ARCHIVE CONFERENCE 
25-29 July 2011 

          
 

CONFERENCE REPORT 
 

AIMS OF THE CONFERENCE AND THE BROADER PROJECT IN WHICH IT WAS LOCATED 
While South Africa continues to be mesmerised by a desire to look forward rather than also to the past, the pernicious effects of the 
old apartheid order on our inner-worlds; on memory, identity and subjectivity continue to constrain the promises of a truly post-
apartheid South Africa. The Apartheid Archive Project was largely initiated as a response to this paradox. Furthermore, the project was 
ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŀƛƳ ƻŦ ŜȄŀƳƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ {ƻǳǘƘ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴǎΩ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ ǊŀŎƛǎƳ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ ŀǇŀǊǘƘŜƛŘ ƻǊŘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘerrogating 
their continuing effects on individual and group functioning in contemporary South Africa.  
 
Titled Narratives, Nostalgia, Nationhoods, the 3rd Apartheid Archive Conference (which followed on the 1st Apartheid Archive Project 
Conference themed Facing the Archive in 2009 and the 2nd Apartheid Archive Project Conference themed Working with the Archive held 
last year) aimed to explore various deployments of nostalgia in personal narratives of the past, emphasising both its limiting as well as 
critical and creative possibilities in contemporary society.  The Conference took place from the 27th to the 29th of July and was preceded 
by a Pre-conference Institute which took place on the 25th and 26th of July.  
 

STRUCTURE OF THE CONFERENCE 
As reflected in the attached Conference programme (see Appendix A), the structure of the Conference broadly was as follows:  

¶ 25-26 July 2011: Pre-Conference workshop, consisting of two panel discussions and an interactive bus tour. 

¶ 26 July 2011: The launch of three photographic exhibitions  

¶ 27 July 2011: A series of keynote addresses, several podium paper presentations and a panel discussion on Rewind Cantata 

¶ 28 July 2011: A series of keynote addresses, several podium paper presentations, the screening of two films and a panel discussion 
titled Memory and Creativity 

¶ 29 July 2011: A series of podium paper presentations and a theatre production (tƛŜǘŜǊ 5ƛǊƪ ¦ȅǎΩǎ Adapt or Dye) 

 



 

N
a

rr
a

tiv
e

s
, 
N

o
s
ta

lg
ia

, 
N

a
tio

n
h

o
o

d
s
 

C
o

n
fe

re
n

c
e
 R

e
p

o
rt 

3 
 

PRE-CONFERENCE INSTITUTE 

The Conference proper was preceded by a two-day Institute (25th to 26th of July 2011) focusing on an examination of methods of 
working with archival material and a critical appraisal of the notion of nostalgia. While the Institute was aimed at post-graduate 
students it was also attended by several established researchers. 

 
PRESENTATIONS 
Keynote addresses 
The Conference featured keynote addresses by eight leading contemporary scholars in the fields of memory, racism, history and 
narratives, namely Gabeba Baderoon, Jacob Dlamini, Mark Gevisser, Pumla Gobodo-Madikizela, Brandon Hamber, Dilip Menon, Zoë 
Wicomb and Daniel Yon.  
 
The above-mentioned keynote speakers presented inputs that were of exceptional quality and commented on quite extensively by the 
media (see Appendix D).  
 
Other presentations  
In total, 36 papers were presented (in addition to the 8 keynote addresses) over 14 sessions spread over the three days of the 
Conference proper. These included papers providing a critical engagement with the notion of nostalgia (by Leswin Laubscher, Shireen 
Ally, Maria Brock and Ross Truscott, amongst others), the gendered nature of apartheid experiences and the consequences for 
contemporary South African society (by Tamara Shefer), nostalgia and creativity (by Etienne Viviers, Willemien Froneman and 
Thokozani Mhlambi, amongst others), nostalgia and youth politics (by Molemo Moiloa), nostalgia and the media (by Brett Bowman, 
Derek Hook and Nicholas Maitlin), identity politics and the Diaspora (by Christopher Sonn), and the impact of apartheid racism on 
intra-family dynamics (by Tarryn Frankish, Kharnita Mohamed and Kopano Ratele).  
 
Additionally, a group of eight Wits Honours students presented the research which they are currently conducting within the framework 
of the Apartheid Archive Project. Together with those of a host of other Masters students, Doctoral candidates, and post-doctoral 
fellows, these studentsΩ presentations were generally very well-received, particularly by external participants in the Conference (see 
Appendix A). 

 
PANEL DISCUSSIONS  
The Conference programme included the following two panel discussions:  

¶ Rewind Cantata: Organised by Georges Pfruender and sponsored by Xstrata, this panel discussion was led by psychologist, Pumla 
Gobodo-Madikizela in conversation with Nomonde Calata (widow of slain anti-apartheid activist, Fort Calata, and one of the 
subjects of Rewind Cantata), Sibongile Khumalo (mezzo soprano), Philip Miller (composer), and Gerhard Marx (co-creator and 
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Director of Rewind Cantata). The aim of the panel discussion was to explore questions regarding the possibilities and limits of a 
work of art in engaging with complex moments of history and individual testimony, as reflected in Rewind Cantata. The discussion 
was preceded by the screening of excerpts from Rewind Cantata.  Rewind Cantata is a multimedia production that concerns itself 
with the representation of testimonies delivered to the South African Truth and Reconciliation Commission.  

¶ Memory and Creativity:  Organised by Mark Gevisser, this panel discussion involved five South African creative luminaries, namely 
Nobel laureate, Nadine Gordimer, Chris van Wyk, Zoë Wicomb, Hugh Masikela, and William Kentridge.  The aim of this panel 
discussion was to engage these artists and writers on the ways in which they consider memory ς or nostalgia ς to shape their 
creative processes (see Appendix B). 

 

PHOTOGRAPHIC EXHIBITIONS  
The conference hosted the following three well-ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴǎ ŘŜŀƭƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ΨōƻǊŘŜǊ ǿŀǊǎΩ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǇŀǊǘƘŜƛŘ ŜǊŀΥ 

¶ Bos by Christo Doherty 

¶ Cuito Cuanavale by Cedric Nunn  

¶ As Terro do Fim do Mundo by Jo Ractliffe 
 
While the first two of these exhibitions formed part of existing broader oeuvres, the third exhibition was developed specifically for the 
Third Apartheid Archive Conference. Paid for from the SPARC grant allocated to the conference organisers, the exhibition became the 
property of the University at the conclusion of the exhibition and will be housed in the Cullen LibraryΣ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅΩǎ !ǇŀǊǘƘŜƛŘ 
Archive Project collection. As an extension of the exhibitions and an opportunity for further reflection, two of the artists, namely 
Doherty and Ractliffe, also presented papers during the last day of the Conference on issues related to their works. 
 

FILM SCREENINGS  

The Conference hosted the following two film screenings, both followed by discussions facilitated by the film makers:  

¶ Bhekizizwe PetersoƴΩǎ Zulu Love Letter 

¶ Daniel ̧ ƻƳΩǎ SathimaΩǎ Windsong 
(Also see Appendix B) 

 

INTERACTIVE TOUR 

Serving as one of the curtain-raiser events of the Conference the tour, A Queer History Tour of Johannesburg and Soweto: Nostalgia, 
Sexuality and the City, was facilitated by Resident Carnegie Equity Scholar, Mark Gevisser and Noma Pakade and Gabriel Khan of Gay 
and Lesbian Memory in Action. The tour ended with an informal discussion at one of two gay taverns in Soweto. 
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DRAMATIC PERFORMANCE  

The Conference ended with a performance of the apartheid-era satirical piece, Adapt or Dye, by the ever-popular Pieter Dirk Us at the 
aŀǊƪŜǘ ¢ƘŜŀǘǊŜΦ ¢ƘŜ Ǉƭŀȅ ǿŀǎ ōƛƭƭŜŘ ŀǎ άŀ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǿέΣ ŀƛƳŜŘ ŀǘ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ άƘƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ ŦǊƻƳ ол 
ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻ ƛƴ ŀ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ŜƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜŘ ŀǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŘŜƳƻŎǊŀŎȅΣ ƛƴ ǎǇƛǘŜ ƻŦ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎέΦ 
 

PARTICIPATION  
Approximately 180 participants were registered for the Conference, including some 24 researchers attached to the Apartheid Archive 
Project. These researchers are based at the Universities of Cape Town, South Africa, Witwatersrand, Pretoria, Free State, Ulster, 
Edinburg Napier, Duquesne, Birkbeck, and Sydney, as well as Victoria University. While 180 participants registered for the conference, 
attendance at the various conference events ranged between 180 (for the academic presentations and Rewind Cantata) and 1000 (for 
the Memory and Creativity panel discussion). 
 

INTER-SCHOOL AND INTER-INSTITUTIONAL COLLABORATION 
The Conference was preceded by and engendered fruitful inter-school collaboration. Specifically, the Schools of Human and 
Community Development, the School of Literature and Language Studies and the Wits School of Arts all collaborated in this 
conference. This collaboration, it is hoped, has laid the basis for future initiatives of similar scope. The Narratives, Nostalgia, 
Nationhood Conference is considered as a first fruitful manifestation of inter-School collaboration which should steer all partners 
towards future cross-disciplinary joint research projects. Of course, the topic of the Conference is ideally suited for the further 
development of academic and artistic initiatives. 
 

MARKETING AND CONFERENCE LOGISTICS 
!ƭƭ ƳŀǊƪŜǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ōǊƻŀŘŜǊ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǿŀǎ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ aŀǊƪŜǘƛƴƎ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ. Here the 
exceptional contributions of particularly Vivienne Rowland, in setting up numerous radio, television and other media interviews, as 
well as Ferna Clarkson and Vivienne Rowland in preparing both electronic and hardcopy advertising for the conference should be 
noted. Adriano Giulio Giovanelli, Bongani Khoza and Shogan Pillay of the Wits School of Arts also provided vital assistance with the 
design of advertisements and Joanna Isporos provided invaluable assistance with the preparation of the conference booklets.  
 
Most of the logistical preparations for the Conference were managed by Michelle Gallant of ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ CǳƴŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ 9ǾŜƴǘǎ 
Department as well as Mmes Nomonde Gogo, Lerato Moroeng and Nthabiseng Modikoane of the School of Human and Community 
Development, Antoinette Gouws of the School of Literature and Language Studies and Saintha Maistry of the Wits School of Arts. Hugo 
Canham of the Transformation Office planned the three photographic exhibitions; and Warren Nebe and Lonwabo Mavuso secured 
and arranged for the staging of Adapt or Dye. Jackie Downs, together with Adriano Giulio Giovanelli, Liza Poultney and Sarah Roberts 
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(of the Wits School of Arts) and Wesley France provided invaluable assistance with the challenging planning and production of the 
Memory and Creativity panel discussion staged in the Great Hall.  
 
All the above-mentioned colleagues worked unselfishly and for very long hours to ensure that we could deliver a successful 
Conference. 
  

FUNDING  
The Conference would not have been possible without the generous donations of the Dean of Humanities (Wits), the Wits 
Transformation Office, Xstrata, the Carnegie Fund, Mellon Fund, SPARC Fund, the Wits School of Arts, the Wits School Human and 
Community Development and the Wits School of Literature and Language Studies. A full expenditure and income statement prepared 
by the SHCD Finance Officer, Ms Lerato Moroeng, is provided in a separate report.  
 

IMPRESSIONS  
Feedback received about the Conference had been overwhelmingly positive. Below is a selection of comments by various conference 
participants, provided by way of illustration.  
 

άL ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ Řŀȅǎ ǳǇƭƛŦǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭΣ ŎŀǇǘǳǊƛƴƎ ŀǎ ƛǘ ŘƛŘ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊȅ ōŜǎǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŦƭŜŘƎƭƛƴƎ ŘŜƳƻŎǊŀŎȅ ς free and open enquiry as well 
ŀǎ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜƭƭŜŎǘǳŀƭ ǊƛƎƻǳǊ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ǇŀƛƴŦǳƭ Ǉŀǎǘ ŀǎ ǿŜ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜ ǘƻ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǘŜ ƛǘ ƛƴǘƻ ƻǳǊ ŦǳǘǳǊŜέ όa professional working for a respected 
NGO in Johannesburg). 
 
ά¢Ƙŀƴƪ you ŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ǎǘƛƳǳƭŀǘƛƴƎΣ ǇǊƻǾƻŎŀǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ŜƴǊƛŎƘƛƴƎ ŦŜǿ Řŀȅǎέ ό{ƻǳǘƘ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ ǿǊƛǘŜǊύΦ 
 
άL ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊƛŎƘ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ ƳŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǿŜŜƪΦ I think it is extremely important work that the 
!ǇŀǊǘƘŜƛŘ !ǊŎƘƛǾŜǎ ƛǎ ŘƻƛƴƎ Χ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘŜ ŀ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ŀ ŎƭŜŀǊŜǊ ŦǳǘǳǊŜέ όŀ 
psychoanalyst from Latin America). 
 
άIŜŀǊǘŦŜƭǘ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘƛvities of the last week - the conference and pre-ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǿŜǊŜ ōƻǘƘ ŜȄǇŀƴǎƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƭƭǳƳƛƴŀǘƛƴƎέ 
(academic from the UK). 
 
άCongratulations on your conference. I think it was a triumph in so many ways and the exciting resonances that occurred were a credit to this 
{ŎƘƻƻƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ CŀŎǳƭǘȅέ όŀ ²ƛǘǎ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎύΦ 
 
 άΧ ŀ ǘǊǳŜ ƛƴǘŜƭƭŜŎǘǳŀƭ ŦŜŀǎǘέ ό¦/¢ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎύΦ 
 
άaŀƴȅ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ŦƻǊ ƛƴǾƛǘƛƴƎ ƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘŦǳƭ ŜǾŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ƳŜ Χ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǇŀǇŜǊǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘέ 
(academic from Canada). 
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ά¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭƭȅ ǊƛŎƘΣ ŘƛǾŜǊǎŜΣ ƛƴǘŜƭƭŜŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǎǘƛƳǳƭŀǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǇǊƻǾƻƪƛƴƎ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜέ όŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ ŦǊƻƳ !ǳǎtralia). 
 
άL ƭŜŦǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǘƻǘŀƭƭȅ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŜƴŜǊƎƛȊŜŘΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭΣ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŀƭƭΦ L ǎƻ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘe this amazing research project and 
ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ŎƻƭƭŜƎƛŀƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘέ ό¦²/ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎύΦ 
 
άΧ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭƭȅ ƛƴǎǇƛǊƛƴƎ ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƳƛƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀǊǘǎΦ L ƭƻƻƪ ǾŜǊȅ ƳǳŎƘ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳƛƴƎ ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜǎ-based conversations about 
our worƪ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘέ ό¦/¢ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎύ 

(Also see Appendix C) 
 

OUTCOMES 
The substantial publicity afforded to the Apartheid Archive Project over the last two months, approximately, can be considered as one 
of the most significant outcomes of the Conference. The Conference had in fact received extensive and very positive media coverage 
over the last four-to-six weeks, including on 5 and 6 July 2011, a full week after the Conference was held (examples of the reports on 
the Conference and the broader Project are contained in Appendix C). There is also a promise of additional reports in the City Press 
sometime over the next week. To our mind, the extensive coverage given to the Conference and the Project in which it is located can 
be seen not only as indicative of a well-managed Conference and the scholarly value of research linked to the broader Project, but also 
of the fundamental social value of the Conference and Project. 
 
The very well-received photographic exhibition by Cedric Nunn is a second important outcome of the Conference and the broader 
Project.  
 
A third important outcome of the Conference and broader Project is the sustained collaboration between universities in South Africa 
and abroad, as well as between Schools at the University of the Witwatersrand that it had facilitated.  
 
The Apartheid Archive Project has been offered a special issue of the Journal of Peace Psychology in which to publish a selection of 
papers presented at the conference. Additionally, the Project will also publish two scholarly volumes based on the presentations at the 
conference over the next year. 
 
Given the above, therefore, the conference had been signally successful and we thank the Faculty of Humanities and the University for 
having afforded us the space and resources to organise and host it. 
 
Report prepared by:  
N. Duncan 
G. Stevens 

 06 August 2011 
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Appendix A Conference Programme 
 

 

<Insert Conference Programme here> 
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 Abstracts 
 

 

 
 

<Insert Abstracts here> 
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Appendix B Marketing 
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